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Collection assessment

Experience
Observations

Anecdotal \
evidence \
Feeling%
Worry

Evidence
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What a survey can tell you

ACollection Care, Binding
AConservation Treatment
ABoXx

ABrittle paper

ADigitize

A Collection Environment
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Outcomes

A Accurate definition of condition categories
A A ranking of condition categories
A Number of items/books in each category

A Percentage of total items surveyed within
each category: = 100 % total sample

A Projected numbers within each category in
the total collection
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Designing the survey instrument

Condition Category Ranking
Fine 1 No Action
Good 2 Low Priority
Fair 3 Moderate Priority

Poor 4 High Priority




Designing the survey instrument

1: Fine. No Action Required

The publication looks new. The binding Is
tight without any sign of wear. The pages
show no signs of dirt or mold. All maps and
foldouts are present without any tears.
Supplementary material is present, without
any sign of wear and housed In the original
pockets or enclosures.




Designing the survey instrument

2. Good: Low Priority

The binding shows signs of use, but all
pages are tightly bound. Binding board
corners may be bent but no other damage is
present. Maps and foldouts may show wear,
but are not torn. All supplementary material
IS present, but has been used and may have
been misfolded when returned to pockets or
enclosures.
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Designing the survey instrument

3: Fair: Moderate Priority

Cover boards and the spine may be loose, but are
still attached. End pages may be loose or missing.
The cover boards and pages may show signs of
dirt or other stains. The spine may be pulled away
from the text block at the top. Pages, maps and
foldouts may be torn, but all information is present.
Unbound material is stored folded or unbound
materials are bent from sagging on the shelf or in
boxes.
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Designing the survey instrument

4: Poor: High Priority

The binding shows evidence of severe wear
such as loose or missing cover boards or
spine piece. The text block is loose within
the cover boards. Many pages are torn, or
are pages are brittle and cannot maintain an
attachment in the binding. Maps, foldouts
and supplementary material are torn or
missing.




Designing the survey instrument
Recording Shelving Conditions

A Moderate dust

A Thick dust

A Evidence of pests

A Clumps of dust and mold
A Unsupported items

A Items packed too tight




Use

A Low

A Moderate

A High
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Designing the survey instrument

Condition

Fine, Good, Fair, Poor

Fine, GoodFair, Poor

Fine, GoodFair,Poor
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Designing the survey instrument

A visual dictionary of
condition types and
their definitions avoids
desensitization and
INncreases survey
accuracy




